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A man adrift on a broken catamaran in the Gulf of Mexico is rescued and brought to a care facility in

the Yucatan run by an unconventional Jesuit. The man seems to remember nothing of his past

except his name. To speed his recovery, the priest engages him in searching conversations and

introduces him to a captivating woman who runs a school for children in town. As their three lives

intertwine and their secrets come to light, they become entangled in a complex web of emotions.

Told in poetic prose, The Castaway, which continues the story begun in Sunset in Sarasota, is a

fable-like meditation on the nature of memory, beauty, love and friendship, and offers a profound

affirmation of the healing power of words. --This text refers to the Unknown Binding edition.
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No one in northeast Alabama will ever forget Palm Sunday 1994. When deadly tornadoes ripped

through northern Calhoun County, killing nearly two dozen people, a spring Sunday dedicated to

beginning the holiest week of the Christian year became instead a stormy day of pain and loss. And

yet, as the Rev. Dale Clem's memoir "Winds of Fury, Circles of Grace" demonstrates, the terrifying

storms could not blow away the faith and devotion that would testify in no uncertain terms to a love

and spirit that transcends disaster and death.As the Rev. Kelly Clem led Palm Sunday services,

including a children's pageant in which their 4-year-old daughter Hannah took part, Dale Clem was

hundreds of miles away, leading a youth group on a spring break service trip to Oklahoma. The first

report Clem received was sketchy, a message received from a cell phone call. "There's been a



tornado," he was told. "It hit your wife's church... Kelly is in the hospital, the girls are okay; you need

to call home." In the time it took for him to find his wife - interminable time - fear grew. No one had

news about Hannah. Finally he was able to speak to Kelly, who told him: "Hannah is dead."It was

the beginning of a long day, a long week - a long year - of tears and mourning. "Winds of Fury,

Circles of Grace" chronicles that year with touching honesty, neither shying away from sorrow nor

forgetting joy. Clem captures the grief of a small congregation in a small town, where relationships

are strengthened both by proximity and faith. He recounts unpleasant moments, such as hurtful and

hateful notes received from zealots equating Kelly's ministry and the priesthood of women to Sodom

and Gomorrah.
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